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MORTALITY   OF   ANIMALS-                       *<-'

During our route, but more especially before we
arrived at the Campos, not a clay passed without
our meeting droves of oxen and pigs? as we" as
. many troops of loaded mules, with coffee, cotton,
sugar, &c, all proceeding from the interior for Rio ;
and our olfactory nerves were not ^infrequently as-
sailed by a very offensive odour, arising from dead
animals, principally oxen, among whom there is
usually a great mortality on these journeys, in con-
sequence of excessive fatigue from travelling 500
or 600 miles, as also from the bad and insufficient
pasturage they find on their road. When these
unfortunate animals sink down under their suffer-
ings, they are left to die, and putrify on the spot
where they happen to fall. These cattle are chiefly
brought from the Sertao, which is a wild country
beyond the mountains of the gold district, inter-
vening between it and the diamond district, which
is a fine pasture country, but with few habitations.
The term Sertao, however, is general all over the
interior of Brazil, for inland places unredeemed by
culture. Ora Preta is the most considerable town
that iye have yet met with, and' it owes it respecta-
bility and extent to the circumstance of its being
the town residence of the proprietors of gold mines,
dealers in precious stones, &c ; and there is an
Imperial Mint, with a government essayer settled
here, for the purpose of examining all the gold
produced from the mines, causing it to be melted